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ECG & other industry 
events 

 
 
►ECG Board Meeting, on 8

th
 

September, in Munich, Germany 
 
►ECG Eastern Regional 
Meeting, on 17

h
 September, in 

Istanbul, Turkey 
 
► Shortsea Europe Conference, 
23-24

th
 September, in Bremen, 

Germany 
ECG members will receive a 
preferential rate when registering at 
the event (€545 as opposed to 
€695). 
Interested members shall contact 
Wiliam Bixby and quote the 
ECG/INV reference code.  
More information here. 
 
► ECG Maritime & Ports 
Working Group Meeting, 29-30

th
 

September, in the Port of Bristol, 
UK 
 
►ECG Annual Conference, on 
15-16

th
 October, Vienna, Austria 

 
►ECG Quality Working Group 
Meeting, on 3

rd
 November, in 

Brussels, Belgium 
 
►ECG Academy Alumni 
Meeting, on 6

th
 November, in 

Berlin, Germany 
 
►ECG UK & Ireland Regional 
Meeting, on 12

th
 November, in 

London, UK 
 
►Automotive Supply Chain 
Global Awards, on 12

th
 

November 2015, in London, UK 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM BRUSSELS 

ECG Board update 
(Source: ECG, 23

rd
 July 2015) Following on from the recent General Assembly in 

Portugal in May and the subsequent stepping down of Antoine Redier a 
reorganisation of responsibilities was agreed this month at the Board meeting 
held in Naples. Full details can be found on the ECG website and are also 
summarised here: 
Treasurer – Mats Eriksson, AB Skandia Transport 
EU Affairs – Michael Bünning, BLG 
Alliances – Christian Lang, DB Schenker Rail Automotive GmbH 
Education (including the ECG Academy) – Ömer Gürsoy, ME-PAR 
Legal Working Group – Ray MacDowall, ECM & Konrad Zwirner, Hödlmayr 
In addition it was agreed that the Quality Working Group will now be chaired by 
Mr. Girolamo Carignani, recently appointed Quality Manager at Grimaldi Group. 
Other board members continue their existing responsibilities as follows: 
UK & Ireland regional meetings – Ray MacDowall, ECM 
Eastern regional meetings – Krzysztof Dakowicz, Adampol 
Land Transport – Maximilian Altmann, ARS Altmann & Peter Borrmann, STVA 
Maritime & Ports – Marcos Duato, Flota Suardiaz 
Innovation & Technology – Kirill Petrunkin, Autotechnoimport 
 

Commission to leverage up to €30bn of private investment for 
key infrastructure projects 
(Source: European Commission, 22

nd
 July 2015) The Commission has taken 

another step to bridge the investment gap in European infrastructure projects. A 
Delegation Agreement signed on 22

nd
 July with the European Investment Bank 

will commit over €2bn of the EU’s budget to innovative financial instruments 
under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). With each euro leveraging up to 
€15 of private investment, the CEF financial instruments could bring up to €30bn 
of fresh money into key infrastructure projects in the transport, energy and 
telecommunication sectors. Thanks to these instruments, projects will benefit 
from an enhanced credit rating, which will encourage private sector investments. 
Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc said that “the 2014 CEF Transport calls 
had been massively oversubscribed and many projects could not receive EU 
funding despite their high quality. I am convinced that the CEF financial 
instruments can help to address this by attracting private investors instead. This 
is another step towards bridging the investment gap in Europe, which is the 
Commission’s top priority! I hope many transport projects will benefit from these 
innovative financial solutions”. 
 
 

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 

Mercedes-Benz to invest “several hundred million” in global 
logistics realignment 
(Source: Automotive Logistics News, 22

nd
 July 2015) Mercedes-Benz Cars has 

announced a multi-million euro investment in the strategic realignment of its 
global logistics organisation that will involve both inbound and outbound flows 
and incorporate the supply chain management unit within its central production 
organisation. “Our investment of several hundred million euros in our supply 
chain management organisation will optimise logistics throughout our global 
production networks,” said Alexander Koesling, Head of Supply Chain 
Management at Mercedes-Benz Cars. “By reducing our logistics costs per 
vehicle we will improve our competitiveness, since logistics have a major impact 
on our overall cost position.” The Daimler-owned division said that the 
increasingly complex inbound material flow to its production sites, as well as the 

mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/
mailto:wbixby@navigateevents.com
http://www.navigateevents.com/events/8th-shortsea-euro.html
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/aboutus/thepresidentandtheboard.aspx
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outbound transport of finished vehicles from them, would be centrally managed in 
a more efficient and flexible manner. Logistics organisation will be included in 
global production network planning at an early stage, according to a statement by 
the carmaker. Mercedes-Benz’s supply chain management unit, which is 
managed by Koesling, has been integrated into the central production 
organisation and now reports directly to Markus Schäfer, member of the divisional 
board of Mercedes-Benz Cars, production and supply chain management. The 
supply chain management unit is responsible for planning and managing 
Mercedes-Benz’s global production programme. This includes ensuring the on-
time delivery of materials to the plants, and their allocation within the plant to the 
point of assembly. The unit will now also be responsible for the timely delivery of 
vehicles to global markets. With regard to in-plant logistics, Mercedes highlighted 
a project currently being implemented at its plant in Kecskemét in Hungary. 
Materials used in the final assembly area are brought to the line in pre-packaged 
baskets by driverless transport systems (DTSs). In terms of recent examples of 
its reorganisation of outbound finished vehicle deliveries, the company is building 
a network hub in the Adriatic, from where it will ship vehicles to Asia. The 
Slovenian port of Koper is in the process of finalising a contract for a vehicle 
handling transhipment facility, which is believed to be with Daimler, though this 
has yet to be confirmed by either party. This year the company will focus on 
exports to China from Koper, with other markets in the Far East to follow next 
year. The decision to realign its logistics operations is part of the carmaker’s 
growth strategy – Mercedes-Benz 2020 – and involves expanding global 
production and the supplier network closer to the markets in which it sells 
vehicles. Part of this process will be to focus on securing the supply of materials 
across global production networks, according to the company, as well as reducing 
inventory and ensuring timely delivery of vehicles to the customer. “Logistics 
plays a key role for our company’s success,” said Schäfer. “Our objective is to 
gear our supply chain management organisation towards growth and to make it 
even more efficient and flexible. This approach marks the next logical step in our 
global production strategy.” Mercedes-Benz made the announcement about its 
logistics investment at the opening of its new €90m consolidation centre in 
Speyer in southwest Germany, a facility it said it was considering replicating in 
growth areas such as China and the NAFTA region. The 21,000m

2
 Speyer facility 

consolidates production materials from European suppliers for onward transport 
to its plans in China, the US and South Africa. It will become fully operational next 
year when the company expects to be shipping “several hundred sea containers 
every week” by rail and inland waterway to the ports of Antwerp and 
Bremerhaven for onward transport to Beijing in China, Tuscaloosa in the US, and 
the South African plant located in east London. Logistics provider Syncreon is 
managing the trans-shipment of materials from inbound trucks to containers at 
Speyer, while specialist transport provider Contargo is handling the transfer of 
those containers to inland waterway or rail. “Thanks to the new consolidation 
centre in south-western Germany, deliveries from European suppliers south of 
the Main River will no longer have to be shipped over long distances, which will 
significantly reduce the logistics costs,” said the company in a statement. “This, 
along with the direct links between the centre and the ports via inland waterways 
and rail lines, will lower relevant CO2 emissions by more than 25%. After intense 
examination, Daimler chose Speyer for the new centre because of the available 
space and the geographic location.” 
 

European car market looking strong in first half 
(Source: Automotive Purchasing, 22

nd
 July 2015) According to a report from 

JATO Dynamics, European new-car sales increased by 8.4% in the first half of 
2015. Sales bounced back in June, with a rise of 14.6% compared to a year 
earlier, following a slowdown in sales during May. The European new-car market 
ended the first half (H1) in good health, indicating that the slower sales in May 
were the only speed bump in an otherwise strong start to the year. 25 of the 29 
markets studied showed H1 growth, with four recording growth of over 20%. Brian 

 

Now available! 
The new ECG 

Survey of Vehicle 
Logistics 2014-2015 

 

 
 
 

 Combines global and 
European data and 
information on the automotive 
industry in general, and the 
finished vehicle logistics 
sector in particular 

 

 The only publication for the 
European Vehicle Logistics 
sector, also covering Russia, 
Turkey and Ukraine 

 
 

 
   

Find more 
information and 

order your copy at: 

 
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicatio

nsreports/ecgbiennialsurvey.aspx 
 

 
 

mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/ecgbiennialsurvey.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/ecgbiennialsurvey.aspx
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The version 5 of the 
ECG Operations 

Quality Manual for PCs 
and LCVs now is 
available on-line! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Written by the Quality Working 
Group and the H&H Working 
Group composed of OEMs 
and LSPs. 

 The manuals can be 
downloaded from: 
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/Publicati
onsReports/ECGOperationsQualityMa
nuals.aspx 
 

For comments or inquiries please 
contact: info@ecgassociation.eu 

 

Walters, Vice President of Data at JATO Dynamics, commented: “Confidence in 
the European market last month was clearly well placed, as the car industry 
reported strong sales growth for the first half of the year in most markets.” 
Volkswagen reinforced its position as the leading car brand in Europe, as it 
increased total H1 sales by 9.1%. Renault took second place, with Ford in third. 
All the top ten brands recorded increased sales, with Mercedes-Benz and 
Renault achieving growth of more than 10%, benefitting from the success of 
modern products such as the latest Mercedes-Benz C-Class and Renault Captur. 
New products have also driven increased sales for many brands outside the top 
ten, with Jeep, Lamborghini, smart, Infiniti and SsangYong all reporting strong 
growth in H1. The VW Golf remained Europe’s best-selling car in H1, with sales 
up 2.2% for the half year, although this represents a slight reduction in market 
share. The biggest volume increase in the top ten was recorded by the new VW 
Passat, which rose 39.3% in H1 2015 compared to its predecessor’s 
performance a year ago. Beyond the top 10, the trend is much the same, as most 
models recorded increased sales, but the greatest increases were achieved by 
new or revised models, such as the Ford Mondeo, Renault Twingo, and Peugeot 
308. “Following this strong first-half performance across a diverse range of 
brands and models, the industry is well placed for a successful second half of the 
year,” Brian Walters concluded. 
 

TTIP has potential to boost transatlantic auto trade by 20% or 
more 
(Source: ACEA, 17

th
 July 2015) The 10

th
 round of the Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations between the United States and the 
European Union took place this week in Brussels. The negotiations are gaining 
new momentum, as the potential of this unprecedented economic and trade deal 
is coming into focus. For the automotive industry, TTIP represents an opportunity 
to remove regulatory barriers, while maintaining high safety and environmental 
standards. A recent study by the Peterson Institute for International Economics 
(PIIE), entitled “Gains from Harmonizing US and EU Auto Regulations under the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership” concluded that the elimination 
of such differences could increase automotive trade by 20% or more, resulting in 
transatlantic income gains of over $20bn. Industry estimates that this rise would 
represent over 240,000 more vehicles traded annually, worth more than $9bn, 
and supporting tens of thousands of jobs. Eliminating tariffs and achieving 
greater auto regulatory convergence would also provide greater consumer 
choice, lower costs and improve the international competitiveness of the 
American and European auto industries. The American Automotive Policy 
Council (AAPC), the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) 
and the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers (Alliance) strongly support an 
ambitious outcome for the automotive sector, which maximises the consumer 
benefits and economic growth that could be achieved. To that end, the 
associations are supporting the TTIP automotive talks through co-ordinated 
engagement with the American and EU negotiators, as well as by supporting 
reports and studies that inform the talks, such as the PIIE study. ACEA, AAPC 
and the Alliance are confident that transatlantic automotive regulatory 
convergence will result in large economic gains for both economies. 
 
The full study referred to can be consulted on the PIIE website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/PublicationsReports/ECGOperationsQualityManuals.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/PublicationsReports/ECGOperationsQualityManuals.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/PublicationsReports/ECGOperationsQualityManuals.aspx
mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/en-gb/publicationsreports/ecgoperationsqualitymanuals/ecgoperationsqualitymanualforcvs.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/en-gb/publicationsreports/ecgoperationsqualitymanuals/ecgoperationsqualitymanualforhh.aspx
http://www.piie.com/publications/interstitial.cfm?ResearchID=2797
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EUROPE 

European Short Sea Shipping – Currency Challenge 
(Source: ECG, 24

th
 July 2015) Despite the positive mood across the Finished 

Vehicle Logistics sector in Europe as volumes start to recover, as we have been 
widely reporting since our Spring Congress in May, there are still challenges 
facing our industry which need to be overcome. 
One of the current challenges that some of our readers may not be aware of 
(unless they are holidaying in the USA this summer) is the rapid change in the 
EUR/USD rate of exchange (ROE) and the particular difficulties that this is 
causing for our members engaged in European Short Sea Shipping. The problem 
is not entirely new as it goes back to the 3

rd
 quarter of last year when the Euro 

started to deteriorate against the US Dollar. Of course, currency fluctuations are 
normal and have been a constant factor since the Euro was introduced back in 
January 1999. However, we have never experienced such a significant 
deterioration of the Euro against the Dollar as we have seen in the last few 
months. In 2014 the average ROE EUR/USD was €1/$1.3285 and this has 
dropped to an average of $1.1139 in 2015 year to date.  
How is this affecting the European Short Sea business you may wonder? The fact 
is that the majority of the European Short Sea Shipping companies are receiving 
a large proportion of their freight revenues in Euro, while at the same time they 
have a large cost base in US Dollars. The oil, or ‘bunker’, which is the fuel used to 
propel the ships is universally paid in US Dollars as can be seen in the tables we 
publish each week on the ECG website.  
In addition to this, the European Short Sea Shipping companies are paying for 
their port expenses (pilotage, towage, dock dues, etc.) in Russia, some of the 
Baltic States, North Africa and Turkey in US Dollars. As if this were not enough, 
some of the lines are also paying for the vessels themselves in Dollars! This is 
not just for vessels that are on time charter but also for the majority of the vessels 
that are built by the respective ship owners. To put this into some perspective, the 
USD proportion for some of the European Short Sea Shipping companies may be 
as high as 50% of their total costs, and perhaps even higher for trades involving 
countries where the port expenses are paid in USD.   
How the shipping lines will deal with this situation remains to be seen. Whilst 
there are, of course, mechanisms for hedging against EUR/USD currency 
fluctuations, these do not cope with such significant movements as we have seen 
in the last year. 
 
A more extensive article on short sea shipping can be read in the latest issue of 
the Automotive Supply Chain. 
 

Calais disruption forcing operators to turn their back on 
international contracts 
(Source: CommercialMotor, 22

nd
 July 2015) Severe delays and disruption caused 

by striking French workers at Calais are threatening the future of some British 
continental hauliers and forcing others to turn their backs on international 
contracts, according to Kevin Hopper, the Managing Director of Brian Yeardley 
Continental. Speaking to Commercialmotor.com, as French union Maritime Nord 
launched its latest strike action in Calais, Kevin Hopper said: “I know of good, 
long-established international hauliers who just don’t work in continental Europe 
anymore. The additional costs created by these delays, and having to work 
around that is not sustainable for these companies. The money is running out for 
some hauliers.” Hopper said Brian Yeardley had incurred “massive” costs during 
the recent closure of Calais, following industrial action by French workers. The 
disruption has seen the company divert all of its continental fleet to other ports 
and it has yet to return to crossing the Channel via Dover and Calais. He 
explained: “Over this period it has cost our business £25,000 a week. It costs us 
an extra £200 per truck to go through Hull to Zebrugge. And then there are the 

 

Briefing paper on 
the sulphur 

content in marine 
fuels updated 

 

 
 
 

As the Regulation on sulphur 
content in marine fuels came into 
force on 1

st
 January, ECG has 

updated its Briefing paper to 
better inform our readers. 

 
The new rules will affect 
companies that operate routes in 
the Sulphur Emission Control 
Areas (SECAs), i.e. the North 
Sea with the English Channel 
and the Baltic Sea. In these 
zones the sulphur content of the 
fuel can’t surpass 0.1% which is 
a great technical and financial 
challenge for these operators. 

 
The Briefing paper contains IMO 
and EU regulatory background 
and analysis of the latest 
developments, as well as a 
glossary of terms. 
 
 
Download your copy from the 

ECG website! 
 

http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publication
sreports/ecgpositionandbriefingpapers.as

px 
 

 
 

mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/fuelprices/bunkerprices.aspx
http://www.automotivesupplychain.org/asc0315/#62
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/ecgpositionandbriefingpapers.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/ecgpositionandbriefingpapers.aspx
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/publicationsreports/ecgpositionandbriefingpapers.aspx
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Events in Brussels 

 
 
Rail Forum Europe organizes the 
event ‘On track to COP21: The 
role of rail in sustainable mobility’ 
on 14

th
 September 

http://www.rail-
forum.eu/category/events  
 
The European Transport Forum 
will be held on 29

th
 September 

and will focus on ITS and data 
information exchange while 
respecting data privacy 
http://www.europeantransportforu
m.eu/  

auxiliary costs. We do 5,000 crossings a year via Dover and Calais. This is 
unsustainable. We have a strong balance sheet so we can dip into the profits 
we’ve made over the past five years to get us over this period but many 
companies can’t do that.” Hopper said the company was also reluctant to return 
to its Dover-Calais routes because of the mounting threat to drivers from rising 
numbers of migrants trying to stowaway in lorries returning to the UK, 
exacerbated by the long queues created by the industrial action around the port. 
“The long queues on both sides of the Channel causes huge traffic build up [with 
migrants] left to pick off trucks through the day and night at random to try to stow 
away. Drivers are left completely helpless to stop them and fear for their safety.” 
He called on the British government to do more to tackle the situation. “Only the 
British government is capable of putting the French government under pressure. 
But they just don’t understand the situation.” He pointed to government plans for 
a secure waiting area for 240 vehicles as an example. “There are between 2,500 
to 3,000 trucks a day going through Calais so anyone can see the figures just 
don’t stack up,” Hopper said. Referring to the Home Affairs Committee hearing 
last week, at which the RHA and the FTA gave evidence, Hopper added: “There 
are a lot of meetings and there is a lot of lip service but when will there be action? 
Talk is cheap but at the end of the day the international transport community in 
the UK is dying.” As this article went to press the French ferry workers’ blockade 
at the Port of Calais was lifted, according to ferry operator DFDS Seaways. The 
move will see DFDS resume a full service between Calais and Dover. DFDS was 
prevented from sailing into Calais last month after striking French ferry workers 
blockaded two berths in Calais in protest at the loss of 600 jobs after ferry 
company MyFerryLink ceased to operate earlier this year. 
 
See the DFDS press release on the settlement below, in the ‘Press releases’ 
section of this ECG News. 
 

Shortage of UK driving staff could bring £74bn transportation 
industry to a standstill 
(Source: Automotive Purchasing, 20

th
 July 2015) Research from supply 

management specialist Comensura reveals that the £74bn UK transportation 
industry could become gridlocked due to a growing driver shortage, largely 
caused by an ageing workforce and young candidates being dissuaded by the 
cost of the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence. Around half of 
recruiters claim that the time it takes to fill a driving role has increased by over a 
week compared to 12 months ago, suggesting that the increasing lack of 
candidate availability is consuming more time for the sector and reducing 
efficiency. Two out of five recruiters say that the time that it takes for a candidate 
to register with an agency and to be ‘cleared to work’ has increased by a week 
too, showing that added bureaucracy can lengthen the process of allocating 
candidates to jobs. The escalation of pay rates can complicate the process too, 
with four out of five recruiters claiming that candidates demanding higher pay 
adds to the challenge. Around three quarters of respondents claim that the 
introduction of the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence is another 
challenge in recruitment; this is the £2,000 qualification that all bus, coach and 
lorry drivers must pass before working. The demand for higher pay could be due 
to the considerable cost of the course that drivers must pay for and then go 
through regular renewals to remain qualified. Over 60% of HGV drivers are 45 
years old or above, and the average age of an HGV driver is 53, meaning that 
workers in this sector represent an ageing workforce and many are nearing 
retirement. Four out of five recruiters cite newly qualified candidates getting work 
experience as a challenge when recruiting drivers, showing that experienced 
candidates are valued much more highly than those at entry level, a factor that 
could be hindering younger generations from advancing their skills. Over half of 
recruiters also say that it is a challenge finding drivers able to do manual work: 
another factor that dissuades young people to enter the profession, in addition to 
uncomfortable working conditions, such as lack of lavatory facilities, and the 

mailto:info@ecgassociation.eu
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/
http://www.rail-forum.eu/category/events
http://www.rail-forum.eu/category/events
http://www.europeantransportforum.eu/
http://www.europeantransportforum.eu/


 

ECG - The Association of European Vehicle Logistics, Diamant Building, Bd. Reyers 80, 1030 Brussels 

Tel: +32-2-706-82-80, info@ecgassociation.eu; www.ecgassociation.eu 
 

7 

lifestyle impacts of long and difficult shifts. Comensura recommends the following 
five points to help businesses with driving requirements narrow the gap between 
the supply of drivers and demand: 

 Find a balanced pay rate: Establish what the average pay rate is for 
drivers and try to match it for your staff. But equally, determine how much 
you can afford to pay them. By finding a balance between the two, you 
can attract candidates while not paying them over the odds. 

 Look at the long-term: Forecast your needs over the next 12 months, 
taking into account workers’ holidays and times when demand is high. 

 Consider the company’s wider picture: Ensure that you have realistic 
expectations of your drivers and don’t promise your clients anything that 
the driving staff can’t deliver. 

 Contact recruitment agencies promptly: Procure the candidates you need 
as early as possible to maintain a constant flow of staff. 

 Look within the organisation: Instead of looking externally for candidates, 
see if there is anyone internal to fill the vacant roles. Carry out in-house 
training to make individuals who already work for you suitable, which you 
may be able to do by gaining support funding. 

Jon Milton, Business Development Director at Comensura commented on the 
findings: “The entire logistics industry is worth more than £74bn to the UK 
economy and employs around 2.2 million people in over 196,000 companies, so 
it’s playing a big part in helping our economy recover. It seems vital that the 
sector attracts more young people and equips them with the skills to become 
competent professional drivers so that it isn’t held back in the future by a lack of 
skilled workers.” Jon Milton went on saying: “It’s worrying that the driving sector is 
suffering from staff shortages and that the majority of recruiters believe it will 
increase. But provided that organisations carry out our recommended guidance, 
they can effectively manage their demand to ensure that they recruit the right 
number of candidates when they need them, which will help to minimise driver 
shortages.” The research surveyed specialist recruitment agencies, from the 
largest well-known agencies to local, niche SMEs, contracted to supply temporary 
drivers of all grades and other transportation staff. 
 
  

REST OF THE WORLD 

Renault mulls Iran launch for Kwid crossover 
(Source: Automotive News Europe, 20

th
 July 2015) Renault may sell its new 

Indian-built Kwid crossover in Iran in a bid to freshen its model line-up as it 
prepares to return to the market following a deal to lift economic sanctions. The 
Kwid has already drawn interest from potential Iranian partners, said Gerard 
Detourbet, the Renault-Nissan alliance Vice-President who developed the car’s 
new low-cost architecture. “This kind of car could be a good match for the 
[Iranian] market,” Detourbet said in an interview on 20

th
 July. “We have already 

presented the car to people and they are interested, but between the interest and 
the decision to do it, there is still some time,” he said. Carmakers including 
Volkswagen are scrambling to rebuild their business in Iran following the 
country’s breakthrough deal with Western powers to reduce its nuclear activities 
in return for a lifting of sanctions. Renault and its French rival, PSA Peugeot 
Citroën, acknowledge they will need to upgrade their outdated offerings to defend 
the strong market positions they enjoyed before sanctions were tightened in 
2011. Renault, whose Iranian sales of first-generation Logan sedans have 
dwindled, unveiled the Kwid in India in May based on Renault-Nissan’s CMF-A 
minicar platform. Renault-Nissan eventually aims to exceed 1 million annual sales 
with several future models based on the new architecture. Detourbet said no 
decision had been made on new models for Iran or where they would be 
assembled, adding that plans will take “more than a month or two” to develop.  
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PRESS RELEASES 

Lamborghini Aventador SV - a masterpiece tamed by racing driver 
(Source: Kurbads, 23

rd
 July 2015) On a lovely summer evening, the residents of Riga were getting ready to go to 

sleep, when a wild beast roared – the Lamborghini Aventador LP-750 SuperVeloce was woken up, so it could be 
transported to its final destination on a Kurbads vehicle carrier. 
 

The rare and powerful car’s taming was 
entrusted to Harald Schlegelmilch, 
Lamborghini “Super Trofeo” racing series 
driver. “Despite it being a pure sports car I feel 
very comfortable in it. But it is hard to compare 
my racing vehicle with the Aventador SV. Also 
I think that the best possible way to enjoy it is 
to drive it on German highways or a racing 
track,” Harald Schlegelmilch gives advice 
where is the real place for such a masterpiece. 
 
The Lamborghini Aventador base model is an 
exquisite vehicle, but, with the LP-750 
SuperVeloce modification, the factory has 
outdone itself. Stephan Winkelmann, CEO of 
Lamborghini said: ‘We’ve put our heart and 
soul in the 2015 version of Aventador. It is the 
most sport-oriented, the fastest and most 
emotional of Lamborghini cars.’ 

The raging bull, as Lamborghini is often called, has truly outdone itself: in this modification, the car has lost 50 kg 
and gained 50 HP. To minimize weight, the navigation and soundproof systems were left out. 6,5l V12 engine with 
750 HP lets the car accelerate to 100km/h in brief 2,8 seconds. 
 
The seven-speed semi-automatic transmission has three driving modes: Strada – for driving in regular traffic, 
Sport for faster piloting, and Corsa, which is meant to be used in closed tracks and stops all the joy disrupting 
auxiliary systems and allows you to fully enjoy the dynamics of the Aventador SV. 
 
The scandalous ex-host of Top Gear, Jeremy Clarkson, once said about Aventador: “It is a violent car. You do not 
lead it. You fight with it. It is more refined than older models, as it is less likely to kill you. But, when you floor it, 
you are not driving it, you are trying to keep up with it.” 
 
The car has shown its abilities in hands of professional pilots - in the 20 km long Nordschleife race track, a place 
where luxury car factories compete to get the best results, the Aventador SuperVeloce scored the 3

rd
 place, losing 

the second place to Porsche 918 Spyder by 2 seconds.  
 
The car was produced in only 600 units and all of them are reserved.  
 
Kurbads’ video on the car: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOE2BcO-Oo0  
 

Never before performed moto freestyle stunt – jump over a vehicle carrier 
(Source: Kurbads, 17

th
 July 2015) The most well-known moto freestyle rider in Latvia, Mārtiņš Aleksandrovičs, 

continues to train for the ‘Adrenaline FMX Rush’ competition and is preparing to do a Guinness World record 
worthy stunt in Riga on 22

nd
 August. 

 
A never before done stunt will be performed - a front flip from a ramp over a loaded Kurbads vehicle carrier which 
is 20 m long and 4m high. 
 
The stunt has already been signed up for Guinness World records. 
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‘This will be challenging, because I will not be able to see the landing behind the truck, and my ability to evaluate 
distance will be disturbed,’ Mārtiņš Aleksandrovičs shares his thoughts on what will be the hardest part of the 
stunt, ‘It isn’t impossible. I just have to get the right speed and everything will be alright.’ 
 
The record-worthy stunt will be performed at the 20 year anniversary of transport and logistics company Kurbads 
as a symbol of reaching for new heights. 
 

About Mārtiņš Aleksandrovičs and Kurbads: 
 
Mārtiņš Aleksandrovičs is the only professional freestyle 
motorcyclist in Latvia and the first rider who has done a backflip on 
a motorcycle in the Baltic States. He’s a regular at moto freestyle 
competitions all over the world, and is currently at the ‘Adrenaline 
FMX Rush’ competition that takes place in Novosibirsk, Russia. 
 
Car transport establishment Kurbads was founded in 1995 and is 
now the main establishment in the branch and is aiming to become 
the largest car transport company in the Baltic States. At the end 
of the summer, an anniversary party will take place. 

 

DFDS Seaways Calais statement 
(Source: DFDS, 22

nd
 July 2015) Following a meeting at the Ministry of Transport in Paris on 20

th
 July, with the 

participation of SCOP SeaFrance, Groupe Eurotunnel and DFDS Seaways, it has been announced that the 
blockade in Calais will be lifted and the port of Calais will re-open fully from 12 noon CET on 21

st
 July. 

 
DFDS Seaways’ first sailing from Dover to Calais was the 10.15 from Dover on 21

st
 July. 

 
Carsten Jensen, Senior Vice President and Head of DFDS Seaways in the UK said: “We will continue talks in 
Paris in a constructive way and we are delighted that we can now resume a full service between Dover and 
Calais.” 
 
“Our first sailing from Dover to the port of Calais was the 10.15 today and two vessels will operate a full service on 
the route from this time. We are very happy to resume our normal service between Dover and Calais and our 
customers will no longer be affected by the industrial action in Calais.” 
 

New device detects migrants in trucks 
(Source: FTA, 21

st
 July 2015) A new portable device that can detect migrants in the back of trucks is now on sale 

through the Freight Transport Association website. 
 
The detector picks up CO2 emissions within a 40ft range and can send text or email alerts to the driver or 
transport manager and the manufacturer’s monitoring service using a roaming SIM. Settings can be adjusted 
according to the cargo, so fruit and vegetables that themselves emit CO2 do not cause false alarms. 
 
The £299 device (only £199 to FTA members) also has worldwide tracking and is integrated with Google Street 
Maps.  
 
James Hookham, Deputy Chief Executive of the FTA, said: “Anything that makes it safer for drivers to do their job 
is to be welcomed. This sensor removes the need for them to check their own trucks – something that puts them 
in serious danger in Calais where there are thousands of migrants milling around. 
 
FTA has a checklist on its website to advise drivers what action to take when using the French port. We 
recommend always going through the checks and sensors, even if it takes a bit longer, to avoid hefty fines if 
migrants are found on board.” 
 
The detector is fully portable and can be moved from vehicle to vehicle. It has a battery life of between two and 
four months and requires an £11.99 monthly subscription. 
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