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Potential EU funding for vehicle logistics investment

Part 1: EU 7-year budget 

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)

• Horizon Europe

• Connecting Europe Facility 2.0

• European Structural and Investment Fund

Part 2: Covid-19 recovery support

NextGenerationEU

• Recovery & Resilience Fund

• REACT-EU



Overview: EU Budget 2021-2027 + Covid Recovery 
➢ 50% of total (long-term 

budget and 
NextGenerationEU) to 
modernise EU through 
research and innovation in 
fair climate and digital 
transitions

➢ 30% to fight climate 
change

➢ 20% of NextGenerationEU 
in digital transformation

*Please note these projects 
are NOT mutually exclusive*

€1074.3 billion + €750 billion = €1.8 trillion



Potential pots for vehicle logistics 

Multiannual Financial 
Network (MFF)

Horizon Europe 

Science

European 
Competitiveness

Innovative Europe

Connecting Europe 
Facility (CEF)

Transport

Energy

Digital

European Structural & 
Investment Fund (ESIF)

European Regional 
Development Fund

Cohesion Fund

European Social Fund +

Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP)

Note: Main projects relevant to vehicle logistics players in bold under each Fund. 



Part 1: Multiannual Financial Framework

• 7-year European budget from 2021 to 2027

• €1.07 trillion allocated, including funding 
across programmes:

• Horizon Europe

• Connecting Europe Facility 2.0

• European Structural & Investment Fund 

(New Cohesion Policy)

• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)



Horizon Europe

• Horizon Europe is the new EU research 

and innovation programme

• 2021-2027 Budget: €95.5 billion

• Contributes to the objectives of the 

European Green Deal and strengthens the 

European Research Area

• Partnerships open to public and private 

partners, such as industry, universities, 

research organisations, bodies with a 

public service mission at local, regional, 

national or international level, and civil 

society organisations, including 
foundations and NGOs

o Pillar 1: Excellent science
o Pillar 2: Global challenges & European competitiveness 
o Pillar 3: Innovative Europe



Horizon Europe: Three Pillars

Main clusters 
for ECG 
Members via 
calls for 
Proposals



Horizon Europe: Institutional Partnerships 
€10 billion in Green & Digital Transition

10 EU Institutional Partnerships

1. Global Health EDCTP3

2. Innovation health Initiative

3. Key Digital Technologies*

4. Circular Bio-based Europe

5. Clean Hydrogen*

6. Clean Aviation 

7. Europe’s Rail*

8. Single European Sky ATM Research 3

9. Smart Networks & Services*

10. Metrology 

Examples of  Other Relevant Partnerships

• European Partnership-Towards zero-emission 
waterborne transport

• European Partnership-driving urban 
transitions to a sustainable future (DUT)

• European Partnership for Clean Energy 
Transition

• European Partnership-Towards zero-emission 
road transport (2ZERO)

• European Partnership on Connected and 
Automated Driving (CCAM)

For more please read accompanying report

* Relevant for 
Vehicle 

Logistics



Horizon Europe: 5 Steps to get funding
1. Find an opportunity: Look for ‘Funding or Tender Opportunities’ by clicking on Horizon Europe 

Funding & Tenders (europa.eu)

2. Find partner(s) :To find ‘partners’, once you have chosen your topic under Funding & Tenders

a. Use the ‘partner search’ section on the page

b. For more help: Manage your Partner Search Profile (europa.eu)

3. Create an account: Register for an EU Login account Create an account (europa.eu)

4. Register your organisation

a. Register your organisation to get a 9-digit Participation Identification Code (PIC)

b. Use your EU login (Step 3) to then create your organisation login

c. Use this link to register your organisation EU Login (europa.eu)

5. Submit your proposal

a. Select the topic you want to submit a proposal for

b. Go to ‘Submission Service’ section 

c. If the status is ‘Open’ you can submit your proposal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding/display/ECResearchGMS/Manage+your+Partner+Search+Profile
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/login?loginRequestId=ECAS_LR-28420601-vlHBjE5uzH09AYamokXtKI5zyyEMssjoDdie0RqcsBNlvlpZB4PapVXtxcTaMTKybMfHgHfzhnfux90pFMmUhX0-rS0vSrmBGYCBg73Y8nSUJO-zkQpfK42J6wY6gwUfAzY8mqkXY2Gzonq64nLV7Qbx7o1TDdGzTNdbCZDHNntzzHf8cdVN6ZSkbaZzwUx4LCwNo10


Connecting Europe Facility 2.0 
▪ Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 2.0 emphasises synergies between transport, energy and

digital sectors to enhance effectiveness, minimise costs and support climate actions

▪ 2021-2027 Budget: €33.71 billion 

▪ Transport €25.81 billion (including €11.29 billion for cohesion countries)

➢ Interconnected and multimodal networks to modernise rail, road, inland 
waterways, maritime infrastructure

➢Priority to trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T)

➢€1.56 billion to finance major rail projects between cohesion countries

➢€1.69 billion to improve military mobility

▪ Energy €5.84 billion

➢ Interoperability of energy networks facilitating decarbonisation

➢Cross-border renewable energy generation

➢Projects to be consistent with EU and national energy plans 

➢Principle of ‘energy efficiency first’

▪ Digital €2.06 billion

➢Digital transformation of economy and society

➢Projects to contribute to digital single market & EU connectivity targets



CEF 2.0 Transport

TEN-T (Trans-European Transport Network)

• Completion of ‘Core Network’ by 2030

• Focus on 9 Core Network Corridors

• European Rail Traffic Management 
System (ERTMS)

• Motorways of the Sea (MoS)

• Projects can include:

• New infrastructure

• Substantial upgrading, 
rehabilitation of existing 
infrastructure

• Projects to built on connectivity 
throughout EU

• Efficient, interconnected, 
multimodal networks Core Network Corridors 

2030



CEF 2.0 Key projects
European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS)

• ERTMS is a single automatic train control 
system to replace 20 different national 
systems

• Global System for Mobile Communications-
Railways (GSM-R) is a radio system providing 
voice and data communication between train 
and track

• Partners: 

1. Alstom Transport

2. Ansaldo STS

3. AZD Praha

4. Bombardier Transportation

5. CAF

6. Mermec

7. Siemens Mobility

8. Thales

• Maritime pillar of TEN-T covering short sea routes, 
ports and maritime infrastructure

Aim: Improve access to European markets
Reduce strain on road systems

Main Focus: 
• Decarbonization (Green Deal)
➢ FuelEU Maritime – accelerates uptake of 

alternative fuels in European maritime 
transport and ports; provides framework to 
accelerate demand of low or zero-carbon fuels

• Air Pollution
➢ Marpol Annex VI, NECAS (North Sea as NOx 

Emission Control Areas)
• Infrastructure & Marine Environment
➢ EU Directive on Port Waste Facilities, Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive
• Digital Single Market
➢ European Maritime Single Window 

Environment (EMSWe)
➢ Electronic Freight Transport information (eFTI)

Motorways of the Sea (MoS)



CEF: How to Apply

CEF funds can be applied for via the 
European Climate, Infrastructure and 
Environment Executive Agency 
(CINEA)

• Identify relevant call for proposal
• Follow CINEA on Twitter, 

LinkedIn, YouTube, Facebook

• Follow guidelines on preparation 
of documents and application 
• Submit application online

• European Commission, CINEA and 
external experts evaluate proposal
• Successful candidates notified 



European Structural & Investment Fund
(New) Cohesion Policy

European Structural and Investment Fund (ESIF) 2021-27 is made up of 8 Funds under the Cohesion Policy: 

1. European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) -- €200,629m

2. Cohesion Fund (CF) -- €41,349m

3. European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) -- €88,646m

4. European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)

5. Just Transition Fund (JTF)

6. Asylum and Migration Fund (AMIF)

7. Border Management and Visa Instrument (BMVI)

8. Internal Security Fund (ISF)

Total Cohesion Policy (2021-2027) = €330.6 billion



European Regional Development Fund
• Key points: European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) supports 5 policy objectives (PO) of the 

Cohesion Fund

• PO1 - Smarter Europe; supporting innovative and smart economic transformation 

• PO2 - Greener, low-carbon Europe; promoting clean energy transition, circular economy

• PO3 - Connected Europe; enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity

• PO4 - Social Europe; implementing European Pillar of Social Rights

• PO5 - Closer Europe; fostering sustainable, integrated developments of urban, rural, coastal 
areas

ERDF Funding: 

PO1 + PO2 = 65-85% of ERDF funds

PO5 = 6% of ERDF funds

Climate Objectives = 30% of ERDF funds + 37% of Cohesion Fund



ERDF – How to apply
Applications made via Managing Authority

• Role of Managing Authority: • to take account of principle of 
sustainable development • to verify compliance of the operations 
with applicable law (incl. SEA Directive) • to ensure that, when 
required, Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is carried out 
(following provisions of amended Directive) • to ensure the climate 
proofing of investments in infrastructure with an expected lifespan 
of at least five years

• Role of Commission: • may request to be consulted on project 
selection criteria • shall have a vote in the Monitoring Committee

Find your Country Specific Managing Authority:

• Use the Managing Authorities Portal to locate your point of contact 

• Managing authorities - Regional Policy - European Commission 
(europa.eu)

• Use Interreg Europe portal to locate point of contact in each 
Member State, responsible for all Structural Funds programmes and 
country specific information.

• https://www.interregeurope.eu/in-my-country/

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/managing-authorities/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/in-my-country/


European Social Fund 
Plus
European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)

2021-2027 budget: €88 billion 

5 key objectives:

1. Investments in young people

2. Investments in capacity 
building and transnational 
cross-border co-operation

3. Investments in children

4. Food and basic material 
assistance to most deprived

5. Direct financial support to 
social innovation



European Social Fund Plus – How to apply

• Applications are usually via Member States government portals:

• Note: Unless you are a Co-Financing Organisation (CFO), applications for ESF funding through the ESIF 
programmes should only be made in response to an ‘open call opportunity.’

• For Germany details can be found here: https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2021-
2027/content.html

• To find current open calls, click on the relevant region of Germany https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-
period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/content.html

• For France details of open calls can be found here: https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/en/european-
programmes-2014-2020

• For UK details can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds. Once open 
opportunity has been found, full application to be submitted by ECLAIMS IT System (UK only), for unique ID 
please request an ‘ECLAIMS External Access Form’ by emailing E.CLAIMSSUPPORT@dwp.gov.uk

https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2021-2027/content.html
https://www.esf.de/portal/EN/Funding-period-2014-2020/ESF-Programmes/content.html
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/en/european-programmes-2014-2020
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
mailto:E.CLAIMSSUPPORT@dwp.gov.uk


Part 2: NextGenerationEU

NextGenerationEU

Recovery & 
Resilience Facility 

(RFF)
REACT-EU

Note: Main projects relevant to Vehicle Logistics players under each Fund. 



What is NextGenerationEU? 
The Covid Recovery Fund

• €750 billion 
temporary recovery 
fund mainly for 
2021-2023

• Majority of funds 
via Recovery & 
Resilience Facility 
(RRF) for large scale 
public green and 
digital projects

• Grants of RRF 
divided among EU 
countries (based on 
criteria like GDP, 
unemployment etc)



What is the Recovery & Resilience Facility?

• €672.5 billion in loans and 
grants

• Aim to mitigate economic 
and social impact of 
Coronavirus pandemic



How does the RRF Work?

Examples of projects: Hydrogen generation projects, microelectronics, 5G traffic systems along transport pathways



Recovery & Resilience Facility – Key Aims
Flagship projects to be included in Recovery & Resilience Plans under 7 key areas adhering to the 37% climate and 20% 
digital aims:

1. Power up – The frontloading of future-proof clean technologies and acceleration of the development and use 

of renewables

2. Renovate – The improvement of energy efficiency of public and private buildings

3. Recharge and Refuel – The promotion of future-proof clean technologies to accelerate the use of sustainable, 

accessible and smart transport, charging and refuelling stations and extension of public transport

4. Connect – The fast rollout of rapid broadband services to all regions and households, including fiber and 5G 

networks

5. Modernise – The digitalisation of public administration and services, including judicial and healthcare systems

6. Scale-up – The increase in European industrial data cloud capacities and the development of the most 

powerful, cutting edge, and sustainable processors

7. Reskill and upskill – The adaptation of education systems to support digital skills and educational and 

vocational training for all ages



Recovery & Resilience Facility – How to apply

• Member States need to create Recovery and Resilience Plans that follow the framework of the 
European Semester

• RECOVER task force, which reports to EU Commissioner Ursula von der Leyen, will ascertain 
alignment of plans and approve 

• Recovery and Resilience Plans must show projects implemented by 2026

• Final versions of Plans to be submitted by Member States by 30 April

• Commission will complete assessment of plans within 2 months from date of receiving them

• Amendments to plans can take up to 4 weeks following guidance from commission



REACT - EU

• Recovery Assistance for Cohesion Territories of 
Europe – REACT-EU 

➢ Response to Covid-19

➢ 2021-2027 budget: €47.5 billion additional 
funds to be shared amongst:

➢NextGenerationEU

➢European Regional Development Fund

➢European Social Fund 

➢European Fund for Aid to the Most 
Deprived 

➢11% of REACT-EU resources for 2021 
paid to Member States as pre-financing 
following programme(s)

➢Distribution of 2022 tranche only in Q4 
2021

Europe – €47.5 billion to fight against the effects of Covid-19



What does Brexit mean?: 

• Horizon Europe: UK will continue to 
associate under Horizon Europe for 
the 2021-2027 period

• Interreg Europe: Withdrawal 
Agreement between the EU and the 
UK ensured that Interreg Europe 
projects continue as planned, under 
same arrangements and rules as 
before



Useful Advice and Tips

• Check: Make sure your project/investment 
meets the EU Funding programme 
requirements

• Timing: Take into account the time period 
between proposals and receiving funds

• Expectations: Manage expectations especially 
with regards to co-funding rates

• Partners: Horizon Europe proposals require at 
least 3 partners from different countries, 
while some projects have a consortium of 10 
or more partners. CEF requires formal support 
or agreement of Member State

• Dissemination: Successful projects must plan 
to disseminate information across Europe

• Identifying & Obtaining Funds: As applying 
for funds is time consuming and demand is 
high, invest in expertise such as specialised 
consultants 

• Networking: Use networks to help find 
partners, stay up-to-date with funding news 
and stay ahead of competition:
• National and European associations (such 

as ECG)
• National Contact Points (NCPs) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/sup
port/ncp

• CINEA 
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en


For more details, contact
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Mike Sturgeon, executive director, ECG
Mike.Sturgeon@ecgassociation.eu

Namrita Chow, automotive analyst, Automotive from Ultima Media, 
Namrita.Chow@ultimamedia.com

Tom Antonissen, EU Affairs Advisor, EUreSupport

Tom.Antonissen@euresupport.eu

More research can be found at:

ecgassociation.eu/ecg-business-intelligence

mailto:Mike.sturgeon@ecgassociation.eu
mailto:Namrita.Chow@ultimamedia.com
http://www.ecgassociation.eu/ecg-business-intelligence

